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24th November 2015  

 

Dear Parents & Guardians, 

 

It has been another busy and fulfilling week in the life of the School and there is plenty to be excited 

about in the week ahead.  Our engagement with you as parents was to the fore.  The Upper Fourth 

Parents’ Evening appears to have come at the right time in this pivotal year and we are already looking 

at ways to provide you with the best possible experience at these events.  I know the members of the 

teaching staff appreciate the opportunity it provides to create strong links between home and School. 

 

On Thursday there was plenty of discussion of School life at the Liaison meeting.  The minutes of which 

will be available from your House representative in due course. 

 

Before I look back on the wonderful achievements of the pupils in the last week I wonder if I could ask 

for your support in relation to our dress code.  I am at risk of appearing to split hairs since the overall 

appearance of the pupil body is outstanding.  I have never had to ask for so few shirts to be tucked in.  

However, I have reminded the School and asked my colleagues to enforce our expectations in a small 

number of important areas.   

 

I have reminded the girls below Sixth Form to wear their skirts below the knee whilst Sixth Form girls 

may wear a trouser suit (which should be full length rather than cropped) or wear their skirts up to one 

inch above the knee.  A number of boys and girls have chosen to wear trousers that are tight fitting and 

not in keeping with the general standards.  It is a seasonal concern in all schools and I am thankful that 

it is not a weekly pre-occupation when I write home.  However, if you can lend a supportive word at 

home then I know the pupils will make good decisions as they dress for the day. 

 

In our assembly on Monday, another significant number of silver Duke of Edinburgh Awards were 

presented and it was lovely to hear of the success of our Mathematicians in both the Olympiad Event 

and in the Senior Team Challenge. 

 

On Friday, our IB Visual Art students shared their creative skills with clients from the Stroke Association. 

The pupils enjoyed working collaboratively with the clients and gained a greater appreciation of what it 

is like to live with a disability. 

 

We hosted the Taylor Debating Trophy last week and, whilst we narrowly missed out on team honours, 

Matthew Hegarty was awarded one of the individual prizes for the best speakers of the evening. 

 

Amongst a very encouraging set of sports results across the full range of sports, there have been one or 

two performances that have really stood out.  The School Sports website is an excellent resource for a 

detailed perusal of results at all levels. 
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A mention must go to the U14 girls who have qualified for the National Hockey Final play-offs and to the 

U15 netballers who are through to the next round of the Schools National Knockout. 

 

It is great to hear that the U15 boys swimming team of Euan Vaughan-Hawkins, James Cuthbert, Sam 

Osborne, Ben Turner and Jacob Redden have qualified for the national relay finals at the Olympic pool 

and many congratulations to Sam Osborne who is now ranked number 1 in the country for the U14 

1500m Freestyle. He swam 16mins 14secs in winning the event in Stockport. 

 

This week we have both an informal concert, today at 5.30pm in The Old Chapel, and the delight of 

Bromsgrove’s Got Talent on Friday at 7.30pm in Routh Hall.  I hope that you will encourage your 

children to attend these lovely events in support of their peers. 

 

Tonight the Headmaster will be presenting an IB information evening in Routh Hall at 7.30pm and there 

will be a Next Step Conference for LVI parents in the LRC on Thursday. 

 

I will close with a brief reminder of Sunday’s candlelit Advent Service at 5.30pm in the Memorial Chapel.  

You would all be most welcome to attend and there will even be mulled wine and a mince pie to follow.  

It is sure to be another special occasion. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Jeremy Hallows 

Head of Senior School 

 

 


